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1 Executive Summary 

This Country Plan outlines the cultural and environmental significance of the 96 Gap 

Road property and connected cultural landscape throughout the region, situated near 

Kengal Aboriginal Place in the Riverina region of New South Wales. The property 

encompasses Dingo Woman, which forms part of the broader Dingo Story Place that 

teaches important lessons about correct kinship affiliation, the importance of not trying to 

possess or own another, and the need to be accountable when mistakes are made. The 

property holds deep Yiradyuri cultural meaning and ecological importance and forms part 

of the White Box, Yellow Box, Grey Box, Blakely’s Red Gum and Grassy Woodland 

community (NSW Government 2023). 

 

2 Vision and Goals for Country 

2.1 Our Vision 

To protect, regenerate and strengthen 96 Gap Road as part of a living cultural landscape 

connected to Kengal, Bunganbil, Galore and Tabletop, and to honour its place within a 

wider network of culturally significant sites across Yiradyuri Country. This landscape 

includes Lake Urana, Livingstone National Park, Pomingalarna, Kapooka (Gabuga Emu 

laying ground), Bomen Lagoon, Flowerdale Lagoon, Parken Pregan Lagoon, Wallundry 

Lagoon (stone place and fish hatchery), Borambola, Doodle Comer Swamp, Morgans 

Lookout at Walla Walla, Woomargama, Mungabareena (start of bogong pathway, 

ceremony), and cultural places across the Murrumbidgee such as Wantabadgery and 

Ulandra which form part of major songlines including the Seven Sisters pathway. 

These places are connected through creation stories, ceremony grounds, teaching 

places, pathways, skin and kinship systems and the movement of people, animals and 

ancestral beings across Country. The landscape also follows long established cultural 

trading routes that were later paralleled by the modern Hume Highway, which mirrors an 

older pathway running through this cultural corridor. 

Our vision is for 96 Gap Road to remain part of this living network and to uphold 

Yiradyuri cultural authority, ensuring that knowledge, identity and responsibility are 

practiced, taught and carried forward for future generations. 

2.2 Our Theory of Change for Yiradyuri Country 

When Elders lead, and culture is implemented through responsibilities for caring for 

Country, people and each other, and when seed sovereignty and With-Country learning 

are practised consistently (inputs), then Country regenerates and becomes healthier, 

young people step into responsibility and community wellbeing grows (outcomes). This 

results in a thriving Yiradyuri cultural landscape that supports biodiversity, cultural 

authority, identity and economic independence (impact). 

2.3 Our Goals 

Our goals for 96 Gap Road reflect the cultural, environmental and community 

responsibilities held by Southern West Yiradyuri Clans Land, Water and Sky Country 
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Aboriginal Corporation. These goals guide how the property will be cared for, 

regenerated and used for cultural, community and educational purposes. 

• Maintain and protect the cultural values, story places and teachings connected to 
the property and its relationship to Kengal, Bunganbil, Galore and Tabletop. 

• Regenerate the Box Gum Grassy Woodland and associated habitats through 
culturally informed and science aligned land management. 

• Implement cultural fire management practices that protect cultural places, 
promote healthy Country and reduce the risk of destructive wildfire. 

• Strengthen community connection to Country by supporting cultural practice, on 
Country learning and the transfer of knowledge between Elders, Knowledge 
Holders and younger generations. 

• Build partnerships that support sustainable land management, cultural education 
and long-term restoration of the property. 

• Create culturally grounded economic opportunities that enable long term 
stewardship, community leadership and independent management of the 
property. 

• Undertake research that is culturally consistent with our values and has an 
outcome for Yiradyuri Country and people. Maintain our inalienable Data 
Sovereignty which would include the principles that:  

• Data collected through research, monitoring and partnerships remains owned, 
controlled, accessed and managed by Yiradyuri people,    

• External researchers must comply with Yiradyuri IDS protocols. 

• The corporation controls consent, intellectual property, imagery of Country, and 
cultural archives (this includes and extends to any government cultural 
information management systems such as AHIMS. Any cultural records will be 
recorded by and sit within the corporations frameworks and not in a centralized 
government controlled archive or storage. Any physical culture, ancestral human 
remains or secret sacred must be brought to the attention of SWY and a cultural 
process will then begin. This also means that anyone (including government 
departments) may not necessarily automatically be involved in the keeping or 
preservation of these items, instead will be welcomed or have open and 
transparent dialogue about the future and secure keeping or returning of these 
items.  

 

3 Cultural Story, Meaning and Governance 

3.1 Cultural Context 

The 96 Gap Road property sits within a culturally significant landscape that forms part of 

a broader network of places connected through story, kinship and Country. It is located 

near Kengal Aboriginal Place, a central feature in the cultural landscape of this region, 

and lies within the wider area associated with the Dingo story and its teachings. These 

teachings guide relationships, behaviour and responsibilities and continue to be carried 

by Yiradyuri Elders and Knowledge Holders. 

The property forms part of a connected landscape that includes Kengal, the Galore Hills, 

the Colinroobie Hills (Bunganbil) and Tabletop. These high points and ridgelines are 

visible to one another from across the region and are understood as part of the same 
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cultural network. Their visibility reflects the pathways, storylines and lines of sight that 

traditionally link people and places across Yiradyuri Country. 

These connections show that the cultural context of 96 Gap Road extends far beyond its 

physical boundaries. The land is situated within a system of story places that carry 

teachings about kinship, accountability and correct relationships. Understanding the 

property in connection with Kengal, Bunganbil, Galore and Tabletop helps guide how 

Country is respected, how decisions are made and how cultural responsibilities are 

upheld. 

3.1.1 Sky Country, Story Transmission and Cultural Responsibility 

Yiradyuri cultural knowledge is carried not only in the land, water and story places across 

this region, but also in Sky Country. The stars, constellations, seasonal markers and the 

movement of celestial beings form part of the same teaching network that connects 

Kengal, the surrounding ridgelines, Dingo Woman and the broader cultural landscape. 

These sky stories guide behaviour, ceremony, kinship, travel and the responsibilities 

people hold to each other and to Country. 

Our ability to read and teach these stories depends on clear, uninterrupted night skies, 

free from excessive light and visual pollution. As part of our long-term cultural 

governance of 96 Gap Road, the Corporation will consider how changing light 

conditions, nearby development, infrastructure and landscape impacts may affect the 

visibility of Sky Country and the transmission of knowledge to future generations. 

Protecting Sky Country is therefore linked to protecting land-based story places. Both 

must remain connected for Yiradyuri people to maintain cultural law, teach story correctly 

and uphold responsibilities handed down through our ancestors 

3.2 Knowledge and Ways of Caring for Country 

Caring for Country is guided by Elders, cultural practitioners and Knowledge Holders. 

Their teachings shape how activities on 96 Gap Road are planned, carried out and 

evaluated. Knowledge of Country is drawn from the land itself, from kinship teachings, 

and from the ongoing responsibilities passed down through generations. 

Yiradyuri ways of caring for Country recognise that people, land, waters, plants, animals 

and story places are connected. Country is understood as a living system that responds 

to how it is treated, and requires care that is respectful, balanced and accountable. 

Caring for Country includes observing seasonal changes, understanding the behaviour 

of plants and animals, listening to the land and making decisions that maintain harmony 

across the whole system. 

Traditional knowledge practices include protecting cultural places, supporting the 

wellbeing of native species, looking after waterways, reducing threats and working in 

partnership with the right cultural authority. Elders guide when and how activities should 

occur and ensure that decisions are connected to values of respect, obligation and 

kinship. Knowledge Holders support this through teaching, mentoring Rangers and 

young people, and helping to maintain the cultural integrity of the work. 
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These ways of caring for Country sit alongside contemporary land management 

practices. Together they provide a strong foundation for sustainable regeneration, 

cultural strengthening and long-term stewardship of 96 Gap Road.  

“Looking after Country here protects the whole cultural system, not a 

single paddock, and restoration strengthens a story network spanning 

ridgelines, pathways and kinship teachings.” – Ethan Williams 

Future projects of interest that will assist Southern West Yiradyuri care for Country 

include; 

• A future Yiradyuri Fire Crew (training, accreditation, cultural authority model) 

• Fee-for-service burns for neighbours, councils, corporates 

• Carbon/emissions benefits 

• Climate adaptation outcomes 

• Cultural seed banks for climate resilience 

• Fee-for-service supply to councils, Landcare, transport corridors 

• IP and cultural authority over stories connected to plant use 

• A pathway to becoming a regional First Nations seed supplier. 

3.3 Cultural Law, Obligation and the Return of Cultural Belongings 

For Yiradyuri people, caring for Country is grounded in cultural law and the 

responsibilities handed down through generations. These responsibilities extend beyond 

the physical landscape to include all cultural belongings, knowledge, ancestors and 

materials connected to this Country, whether they are held on Country, off Country or 

overseas. Caring for these cultural belongings is inseparable from caring for land, water, 

story and community. 

Repatriation is not symbolic. It is a cultural obligation that restores balance, identity and 

spiritual wellbeing. Returning cultural belongings strengthens the relationship between 

people, place and story, and supports the ongoing authority of Elders and Knowledge 

Holders. Bringing these items home is part of healing Country and ensuring that cultural 

law remains strong for future generations. 

3.3.1 What We Are Seeking to Return 

The repatriation responsibilities of Southern West Yiradyuri people include the return of: 

• Ancestors and ancestral remains 

• Cultural objects and belongings such as stone tools, woven items, ceremonial 
materials and historical objects 

• Archives including photographs, films, recordings, early anthropological notes 
and unpublished field materials 

• Museum, university and institutional collections relating to Yiradyuri Country 

• Cultural knowledge recorded without consent 

• Native plant seeds and biological materials removed from Country without 
authority 
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• Scientific specimens, including herbarium sheets and biological samples 

• Intellectual property and data relating to Yiradyuri Country, language, stories and 
cultural practices 

All returned materials are culturally assessed by Elders and the Corporation before 

being welcomed home, ensuring that they re-enter Country in a culturally safe, respectful 

and lawful way. 

3.3.2 Why Repatriation Matters for Healthy Country 

Returning cultural belongings to Country: 

• Restores relationships disrupted by colonisation 

• Strengthens identity, storylines and cultural law 

• Supports intergenerational knowledge transfer and cultural teaching 

• Improves the health and wellbeing of community 

• Heals Country by reuniting cultural energy with its rightful place 

• Provides materials needed for ceremony, learning and cultural regeneration 

• Supports the Dingo Woman story place and broader story landscapes to remain 
intact and continue imparting teachings to community 

These returns uphold cultural law and reinforce the responsibilities that Yiradyuri people 

maintain for looking after all parts of Country. 

3.3.3 SWY Cultural Vision for Material and Information 

Southern West Yiradyuri people hold a long-term vision for the return and care of all 

cultural materials connected to Country. Over the next 50 to 200 years, cultural 

belongings, archives, scientific collections and institutional materials relating to Yiradyuri 

Country will be progressively returned home or governed under Yiradyuri-led 

custodianship agreements. This is a multi-generational responsibility that will continue 

well beyond any single project or plan. 

This Country Plan sets the foundations for this long-term cultural obligation by 

strengthening Yiradyuri authority, establishing processes for repatriation and ensuring 

that Country, cultural belongings and community remain connected for generations to 

come. 

3.4 Governance 

Southern West Yiradyuri Clans Land, Water and Sky Country Aboriginal Corporation 

holds cultural authority and decision-making responsibility for 96 Gap Road. This 

includes authority over how the property is cared for, how activities are conducted, and 

how cultural values are protected. Elders, the Board of Directors, the Kinship Committee 

and recognised Knowledge Holders guide this authority and ensure that all decisions 

made for the property align with Yiradyuri values, obligations and cultural law. 

For matters relating to the Native Title claim, governance also includes the Applicant 

Group and the wider Claim Group. These groups hold responsibilities under the Native 

Title Act 1993 for decision making about the claim itself and for authorising instructions 

relating to agreements and negotiations. However, they do not hold authority over 96 

Gap Road or its management. Governance of the property, including cultural, operational 
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and land management decisions, sits solely with the Corporation as the owner and 

cultural governance body. 

This separation ensures clarity between the functions of the Corporation and the 

functions of the Native Title structures. The Corporation leads all cultural governance 

and stewardship for 96 Gap Road, while the Applicant and Claim Group carry out their 

distinct obligations under the Native Title Act for matters relating to recognition of Native 

Title rights and interests. 

The Corporation’s governance model supports culturally grounded decision making, 

ensures accountability to Elders and Knowledge Holders, and provides a stable and 

transparent framework for long term care of 96 Gap Road. 

4 Property Context 

The 96 Gap Road property is located within the Riverina bioregion of New South Wales 

(NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 2023), an area characterised by broad open 

plains, granite outcrops and a mosaic of woodland and grassland plant communities. 

The Riverina is known for its distinctive landscapes shaped by long term climatic cycles, 

soil profiles and the movement of water across Country. These features influence the 

types of plants, animals and ecological systems present on the property. 

A significant ecological feature of 96 Gap Road is the presence of Box Gum Grassy 

Woodland (NSW Government 2023; Australian Government 2023), a nationally 

important ecological community that includes White Box, Yellow Box, Grey Box and 

Blakely’s Red Gum. This community once covered large areas of inland southeastern 

Australia but is now highly fragmented. The woodland on the property provides habitat 

for native birds, reptiles, mammals and pollinating insects and supports a diversity of 

grasses, wildflowers and shrubs found in more intact remnants. 

The property also contains granite ridges, rocky slopes and drainage lines that support 

species adapted to shallow soils (NSW OEH 2023), sheltered microhabitats and variable 

moisture levels. These features create a range of ecological niches that increase 

biodiversity across the site. Native grasses, sheoaks, wattles and cypress pines found at 

96 Gap Road reflect the resilience and diversity of the Riverina landscape. 

There are, however, several environmental pressures that require active remediation. 

The eastern side of the property contains areas of significant erosion, where topsoil loss 

and scouring have occurred over time. These erosion gullies threaten tree health, alter 

water flow patterns and reduce habitat quality (Greening Australia 2020). Targeted soil 

conservation and revegetation works will be required to stabilise these areas and 

prevent further degradation. 

In addition, the property has sustained heavy impact from horses. Under many of the 

large box trees, the soil has been compacted and disturbed, with extensive root 

exposure occurring up to thirty metres from the tree trunks and in a complete ring around 

the dripline. This damage places stress on mature trees, reduces their long-term viability 

and affects the regeneration of native grasses and understory species. Resting these 

areas, eliminating horse access and undertaking targeted rehabilitation will be essential 

to restore the health of the woodland. 
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The proximity of the property to Kengal Aboriginal Place further strengthens the cultural 

and ecological significance of the area. The landscape surrounding Kengal includes 

story places, culturally important species and pathways that have shaped how Yiradyuri 

people understand and move across Country. The ecological values present at 96 Gap 

Road contribute to this broader cultural landscape. 

Together, these characteristics make 96 Gap Road an ecologically rich and culturally 

significant place that requires careful, culturally informed and sustained management to 

protect and restore Country. 

Historical botanical records provide important context for understanding the ecology of 

this part of Yiradyuri Country. Recent work with the New York Botanical Garden has 

identified 152 specimens collected across the Wiradjuri region since 1817, including 

several located within the Riverina bioregion and broader Southwest Slopes. These 

collections provide evidence of long-term species presence, landscape change and 

ecological continuity across the region (New York Botanical Garden 2025). 

5 Environmental and Cultural Values 

The 96 Gap Road property contains a range of environmental and cultural values that 

reflect its position within the Riverina bioregion and its deep significance as part of 

Yiradyuri Country. The native plant and animal species present on the property are 

characteristic of Box Gum Grassy Woodland and associated rocky slope habitats. 

Species status information has been sourced from NSW Environment and Heritage 

(2023) and the NSW Department of Planning and Environment (2023) to ensure 

accurate and up to date classification of threatened and non-threatened species. 

The property supports a mix of mature eucalypts, native grasses, shrubs and woodland 

understory species that provide habitat for birds, reptiles, insects and mammals. Notable 

species include Drooping Sheoak, which is a key food source for the vulnerable Glossy 

Black Cockatoo (Australian Museum 2023), and a variety of native grasses and 

flowering plants that support pollinators and ground dwelling species (Royal Botanic 

Gardens Sydney 2023). Rocky slopes and granite outcrops create specialised 

microhabitats that are home to species adapted to shallow soils and variable moisture 

conditions. 

Caring for the environmental and cultural values of 96 Gap Road requires a holistic 

approach that acknowledges the interconnectedness of species, landforms, cultural 

teachings and community responsibilities. Protecting and restoring these values ensures 

that Country remains healthy and that cultural knowledge continues to be practised and 

passed on for future generations. 

 

5.1 Cultural Water Systems and Aquatic Restoration 

Water holds deep cultural significance across Yiradyuri Country and carries teachings 

about responsibility, behaviour and care for one another. The property at 96 Gap Road 

sits within a wider cultural water landscape connected to important creation stories and 

ceremonial places. Although the property is largely dry woodland, it contains seasonal 
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watercourses that flow off the hills and into Stony Creek, a dry and intermittent creek that 

forms part of a larger network of culturally significant waterways. 

One of the major water stories connected to this region is the creation of the 

Murrumbidgee River. This story, involving the goanna and their wives, teaches about the 

dangers of greed, the importance of sharing and the responsibilities people hold to care 

for Country and each other. Nearby cultural water places such as Lake Urana carry 

teachings linked to ceremony, movement across Country and the obligations associated 

with gatherings and important events. These stories frame how water is understood, 

respected and cared for across the landscape surrounding 96 Gap Road. 

Although the property does not contain a permanent waterway, the seasonal flows and 

on-property dams create opportunities to support aquatic and riparian restoration. The 

nursery will play a central role by growing culturally significant water plants, reeds and 

sedges suited to creek lines, wetlands and river corridors across the region. The dams 

may also be used to propagate water plants for reintroduction into cultural water places, 

including sites connected to the Murrumbidgee and Lake Urana systems. 

This Plan will guide a dedicated Cultural Water Country Plan, which will further outline 

responsibilities, species priorities and cultural governance for restoring water places and 

cultural flows across Yiradyuri Country. 

 

5.2 Historical Specimen Records and Ecological Evidence 

Specimen data held in international collections, such as the New York Botanical Garden, 

confirm the historic distribution of many species that remain present on the property or 

within the surrounding region. These records include vascular plants, mosses, lichens, 

fungi and algae collected throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, providing an important 

reference point for restoration planning, seed collection priorities and ecological 

monitoring (New York Botanical Garden 2025). 
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Threatened Species 

Common Name Scientific Name Wiradjuri 

Name 

NSW Status Habitat / Terrain Dependencies Management 

Implications 

Glossy Black-

Cockatoo (SE) 

[Threatened] 

Calyptorhynchus 

lathami lathami 

tbc Vulnerable Requires mature 

woodland with 

She-oaks 

(Allocasuarina 

spp.) for feeding 

and hollow trees 

for nesting. Found 

along eastern 

NSW. 

Feeds on She-oak 

(Allocasuarina 

spp.) cones and 

requires large 

hollow-bearing 

trees for nesting. 

Protect Drooping 

She-oak stands 

and mature 

hollow-bearing 

trees; avoid 

disturbance and 

clearing in key 

feed and nesting 

areas. 

Woolly Ragwort 

[Threatened] 

Senecio garlandii tbc Vulnerable Shrub of rocky 

slopes and ranges 

in south-western 

NSW. Occurs in 

dry sclerophyll 

woodland and 

open forest. 

Relies on intact 

rocky slope 

habitats and 

associated 

pollinators within 

dry sclerophyll 

woodland. 

Maintain rocky 

native 

vegetation, 

control weeds 

and manage 

grazing and 

track creation to 

reduce 

disturbance to 

slopes. 

Plant species information sourced from Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney (2023) and (NSW Environment and Heritage 2023; NSW 

Department of Planning and Environment 2023). 
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Native Plant Species 

Common 

Name 

Scientific 

Name 

Wiradjuri 

Name 

NSW 

Status 

Habitat / Terrain Dependencies Management 

Implications 

Yellow Box Eucalyptus 

melliodora 

Bagaang, 

Yurana, 

yuwaadhuray 

Not listed Fertile soils of 

tablelands and 

slopes. 

Provides nectar for 

insects, birds and 

bats; potential future 

hollows for fauna. 

Retain mature and 

flowering trees; manage 

grazing and soil 

compaction; encourage 

natural regeneration and 

planting. 

Blakely’s Red 

Gum 

Eucalyptus 

blakelyi 

tbc Not listed Western slopes; 

grassy woodland. 

Supports woodland 

birds, insects and, 

when mature, 

hollows for arboreal 

fauna. 

Maintain grassy woodland 

structure; retain mature 

trees and recruit new 

cohorts; avoid large-scale 

clearing. 

Grey Box Eucalyptus 

microcarpa 

murrung Not listed Inland plains; 

clay/loam soils. 

Provides nectar, 

shelter and potential 

hollows for 

woodland species. 

Protect remnant patches; 

manage weeds and 

grazing to support 

understorey diversity. 

Drooping She-

oak 

Allocasuarina 

verticillata 

burrin, 

birradhang, 

birradhul 

Not listed Rocky ridges and 

slopes. 

Primary food source 

for Glossy Black-

Cockatoo; habitat 

structure for small 

birds and 

invertebrates. 

Prioritise She-oak 

protection and 

regeneration in key ridges; 

prevent clearing or heavy 

browsing of young plants. 

Wallaby Grass Rytidosperma 

spp. 

tbc Not listed Open grasslands 

and woodlands. 

Provides ground 

layer habitat and 

food for grazers and 

insects. 

Retain native groundcover; 

manage grazing timing and 

intensity to favour native 

grasses over weeds. 

Sticky Wattle Acacia 

viscidula 

tbc Not listed Rocky soils on 

tablelands. 

Fixes nitrogen and 

provides seed and 

shelter for birds and 

small mammals. 

Protect regenerating 

wattles; manage fire and 

browsing to ensure 

recruitment. 
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Currawang / 

Spearwood 

Acacia 

doratoxylon 

tbc Not listed Stony ridges and 

dry slopes. 

Provides seeds and 

dense shelter for 

birds and small 

animals. 

Retain stands on ridges; 

avoid over-clearing and 

allow natural regeneration. 

Rock Isotome Isotoma 

axillaris 

tbc Not listed Rocky outcrops 

and open forests. 

Supports pollinators 

and contributes to 

rocky outcrop plant 

diversity. 

Protect rocky outcrops 

from erosion, trampling 

and vehicle impacts. 

Nodding Blue 

Lily 

Stypandra 

glauca 

tbc Not listed Rocky woodland 

habitats. 

Provides nectar for 

insects and adds to 

understorey 

diversity. 

Retain understorey; avoid 

excessive herbicide use or 

disturbance in rocky 

woodland areas. 

Slender Rice-

flower 

Pimelea 

linifolia 

tbc Not listed Open forests; 

sandy/loamy 

soils. 

Supports insects 

and contributes to 

structurally diverse 

understorey. 

Protect from soil 

disturbance; manage 

competing weeds to 

maintain populations. 

Fern-leaf 

Hopbush 

Dodonaea 

boroniifolia 

tbc Not listed Rocky slopes and 

ridges. 

Provides structure 

and shelter on rocky 

slopes for fauna. 

Maintain rocky slope 

vegetation; control weeds 

and avoid heavy 

machinery use. 

Rock Fern Cheilanthes 

austrotenuifolia 

tbc Not listed Rocky and well-

drained areas. 

Stabilises rocky soils 

and provides 

microhabitat for 

small invertebrates. 

Protect shaded rock faces 

and ledges from 

disturbance and trampling. 

Kurrajong Brachychiton 

populneus 

garradyang, 

yama, 

yamagan, 

bandhaany 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Not listed Widespread in 

inland NSW; 

grows on rocky 

hills, slopes, and 

well-drained soils 

in woodland and 

open forest. 

Drought-tolerant 

and common in 

the Riverina and 

Seeds eaten by 

birds and other 

fauna; provides 

shade, foliage and 

habitat structure in 

woodland 

landscapes. 

Protect mature Kurrajong; 

encourage regeneration; 

avoid ringbarking or 

removal of key paddock 

trees. 
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western slopes 

regions. 

White Cypress 

Pine 

Callitris 

glaucophylla 

Burradhaa, 

garraa 

Not listed Sandy or rocky 

soils on dry 

slopes and 

ridges; common 

in inland NSW 

Requires open 

canopy conditions 

for recruitment 

Retain mature stands; 

protect seedlings from 

grazing; avoid high-

intensity fire 

Black Cypress 

Pine 

Callitris 

endlicheri 

Yuwambi, yumbi Not listed Rocky hillsides 

and stony ridges; 

shallow soils 

Needs reduced 

competition to 

regenerate 

Maintain low–moderate fire 

regimes; protect from 

clearing 

Native Cherry / 

Cherry Ballart 

Exocarpos 

cupressiformis 

Mambarra, 

mamadya, 

wambariga 

Not listed Woodland edges, 

granite slopes, 

rocky country 

Hemi-parasitic, 

dependent on host 

trees (usually 

eucalypts) 

Retain host tree species; 

avoid disturbance around 

root zones 
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Native Animal Species 

Common Name Scientific 

Name 

Wiradjuri 

Name 

NSW 

Status 

Habitat / Terrain Dependencies Management 

Implications 

Tree Goanna Varanus 

varius 

gugaa, girrawaa Protected Open forests; 

rocky shelters. 

Depends on trees 

with hollows, logs 

and rocky shelters; 

feeds on insects, 

eggs and small 

animals. 

Retain hollow-bearing 

trees, fallen logs and rocky 

refuge sites; avoid 

removing key habitat 

features. 

Eastern Grey 

Kangaroo 

Macropus 

giganteus 

wambuwuny Protected Woodland and 

open country. 

Depends on native 

grasses and open 

areas for grazing 

and movement. 

Maintain native 

groundcover and grassy 

woodlands; manage 

grazing pressure and 

vehicle collision risk. 

Grey 

Butcherbird 

Cracticus 

torquatus 

wagara Protected Woodland and 

farmland. 

Uses trees and 

shrubs for perching 

and nesting; feeds 

on insects and small 

vertebrates. 

Retain scattered trees, 

shrubs and woodland 

patches; avoid removal of 

key nesting trees. 

Australian 

Raven 

Corvus 

coronoides 

wagan Protected Open woodland; 

farmland. 

Omnivorous; uses 

trees and structures 

for nesting; interacts 

widely across the 

landscape. 

Maintain mosaic of 

woodland and open 

country; manage waste 

and carrion carefully near 

cultural areas. 

Galah Eolophus 

roseicapillus 

Gilah Protected Open habitats; 

hollows for 

nesting. 

Nests in tree hollows 

and feeds on seeds 

and grasses. 

Protect hollow-bearing 

trees and paddock trees; 

avoid clearing during 

breeding season. 

Laughing 

Kookaburra 

Dacelo 

novaeguineae 

Guuguubarra Protected Woodland and 

farmland. 

Depends on trees 

for nesting hollows 

and perches; feeds 

on small animals. 

Retain mature trees and 

woodland edges; maintain 

riparian and shelter belt 

vegetation. 
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Willy Wagtail Rhipidura 

leucophrys 

dyirri dyirri Protected Open habitats; 

ground feeders. 

Feeds on insects in 

open areas; nests in 

shrubs and small 

trees. 

Maintain scattered shrubs 

and trees; avoid excessive 

pesticide use that reduces 

insect populations. 

Echidna Tachyglossus 

aculeatus 

wandayali Protected Forests, 

grassland, rocky 

areas. 

Feeds on ants and 

termites; uses logs, 

rocks and soil 

burrows for shelter. 

Protect ant and termite 

habitat; retain logs and 

coarse woody debris; avoid 

deep ripping of soil. 

Common 

Wombat 

Vombatus 

ursinus 

wambad 

dhaygang 

gulang  

Protected Burrows in well-

drained soils. 

Relies on suitable 

soils for burrowing 

and native grasses 

for grazing. 

Maintain well-drained 

slopes and soil stability; 

avoid filling or collapsing 

burrows; manage vehicle 

speeds. 

Paper Wasp Polistes 

humilis 

warru Not listed Common; builds 

paper nests. 

Depends on 

vegetation and 

structures to attach 

nests; preys on 

other insects. 

Be mindful of nest 

locations near activity 

areas; manage only where 

safety is an issue. 

Grey 

Shrikethrush 

Colluricincla 

harmonica 

yurung Protected Woodlands, rocky 

gullies, shrubby 

understory 

habitats 

Requires dense 

shrub layer and 

fallen timber for 

foraging 

Retain mid-storey shrubs; 

keep fallen timber; protect 

woodland mosaic 

Fauna species information sourced from (Australian Museum 2023) and (Department of Primary Industries 2023) 
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6 Fire Management 

Fire has always played an important role in shaping and caring for Yiradyuri Country. Cultural 

fire management supports healthy ecosystems, reduces fuel loads, protects culturally significant 

places and strengthens the relationship between people and land. At 96 Gap Road, fire 

management will follow the guidance of Elders, Knowledge Holders and the Corporation’s 

cultural governance structures to ensure that any fire work is safe, culturally appropriate and 

aligned with long term objectives for the property. 

Cultural fire management on the property aims to reduce heavy ground fuels, protect old growth 

trees, support native grasslands and improve habitat conditions for native species. Low intensity 

and patchy burns can help create a mosaic of vegetation that encourages regeneration, 

improves ecological diversity and reduces the risk of large destructive wildfire (NSW Rural Fire 

Service 2023). Fire will be used carefully in line with seasonal indicators, weather conditions, 

cultural knowledge and ecological needs (Firesticks Alliance 2023; AIATSIS 2022). 

The fire management approach for 96 Gap Road will be integrated with land rehabilitation work, 

erosion control and woodland regeneration activities (Greening Australia 2020). This ensures 

that fire is applied in a way that protects cultural places, supports habitat restoration and 

addresses current environmental pressures such as soil exposure caused by horses and the 

impacts of historical land use. More detailed fire management planning and implementation is at 

Appendix 2.  

6.1 Fire Management Strategy Table 

Objective Purpose Season / 
Timing 

Method Risks / 
Controls 

Cultural 
Requirements 

Reduce fuel 
loads 

Lower 
wildfire risk 
and protect 
mature 
woodland 

Late autumn 
to early 
winter, when 
conditions 
are stable 

Low intensity 
cultural 
burns in 
small patch 
sizes 

Monitor wind, 
temperature 
and humidity. 
Maintain clear 
escape routes. 

Approval from 
Elders and 
Corporation. 
Cultural 
monitors 
present. 

Support 
grassland 
regeneration 

Encourage 
native 
grasses and 
reduce 
invasive 
species 

Early spring 
or late winter 
depending 
on seasonal 
cues 

Patch burns 
that 
stimulate 
native seed 
response 

Avoid burning 
during drought 
stress. 
Exclude areas 
of high 
erosion. 

Elders provide 
guidance on 
scale and 
timing. 

Protect 
cultural 
places 

Maintain 
safe access 
and visibility 
around 
story places 

Timing 
based on 
advice from 
Knowledge 
Holders 

Low intensity 
burns 
around 
sensitive 
areas, 
avoiding 
direct heat 
exposure 

Map cultural 
places prior to 
burn. Maintain 
buffer zones. 

Cultural 
mapping and 
pre-burn 
walkthrough 
with Elders. 

Enhance 
habitat 
diversity 

Create 
mosaics 
that support 
birds, 

Based on 
ecological 
indicators 

Rotational 
patch 
burning on 
multi-year 
cycle 

Monitor post-
burn regrowth 
and species 
response 

Cultural 
instruction on 
location and 
extent of burn. 
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reptiles and 
pollinators 

Prepare for 
future 
operations 

Build 
community 
capability in 
cultural 
burning 

Throughout 
planning 
cycle 

Training, 
planning and 
partnerships 
with 
agencies 

Ensure safe 
equipment, 
permits and 
communication 

Elders lead 
learning and 
cultural 
protocols. 

6.2 Cultural Burning Protocols 

Cultural burning on Yiradyuri Country is guided by principles that ensure fire is used safely, 

respectfully and in accordance with cultural law. These protocols help protect cultural places, 

maintain ecological health and support the transfer of knowledge to younger generations. 

1. Cultural Authority: All decisions about fire must be led by Elders and Knowledge 
Holders. The Corporation holds the authority for fire management at 96 Gap Road and 
provides direction on timing, location and purpose. 

2. Seasonal Indicators: Fire is guided by observation of seasonal cues including soil 
moisture, wind patterns, the behaviour of plants and animals and the presence of 
appropriate ground conditions. Decisions are not based solely on fixed calendar dates. 

3. Respect for Cultural Places: Burns are planned to avoid damage to story places, trees of 
significance, old growth woodland, ground features and cultural material. Cultural 
mapping must occur before any burn. 

4. Small, Low Intensity Burns: Cultural burning prefers cool, low intensity fire applied in 
small patches to create a mosaic of vegetation. This approach supports regeneration 
and lowers the risk of damaging soils or mature trees. 

5. Safety and Preparedness: All burns require appropriate planning, permits, equipment 
and weather assessment. Fire must only be used when conditions allow safe control and 
clear communication with neighbours and agencies. 

6. Environmental Protection: Fire must not be used in areas where erosion is present, 
where soils are fragile or where root systems of large trees are exposed. These areas 
require rehabilitation before fire can be safely introduced. 

7. Knowledge Transfer: Cultural burning provides an opportunity for younger generations, 
Rangers, students and community members to learn about caring for Country. Elders 
and Knowledge Holders lead these learning activities. 

8. Post-Burn Monitoring: After each burn, the property should be monitored to assess plant 
response, ground cover, soil stability and wildlife activity. This informs future fire 
planning and helps track ecological recovery. 
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7 Threats and Risks 

96 Gap Road faces a range of environmental and cultural pressures that require careful 

management to protect the values of the property and ensure long-term stewardship. 

The following threats and risks have been identified through on Country assessments, 

ecological observations and guidance from Elders and Knowledge Holders. 

7.1 Habitat degradation and soil disturbance 

Soil loss, erosion and disturbance caused by past land use, horses and natural 

weathering pose significant risks to the health of woodland and grassland communities. 

Exposed roots of mature trees, erosion channels and compacted soils reduce 

regeneration capacity, increase vulnerability during extreme weather and threaten the 

stability of habitat areas. Without intervention, soil disturbance will continue to undermine 

woodland health and the long-term viability of native species. 

7.2 Weeds and invasive species 

Invasive plants such as African lovegrass, serrated tussock, Paterson’s curse and other 

regionally common weeds compete with native grasses and groundcover. These species 

reduce biodiversity, alter fire behaviour and hinder regeneration efforts. Weeds spread 

quickly through disturbed soils, erosion areas and vehicle access points and require 

ongoing monitoring and targeted control. 

7.3 Loss of She-oak and hollow-bearing trees 

Drooping Sheoak is critical for the survival of the vulnerable Glossy Black Cockatoo, 

while old growth eucalypts provide essential hollows for a wide range of birds, mammals 

and reptiles. Loss of these trees through fire, storm damage, grazing, soil disturbance or 

lack of recruitment would significantly reduce habitat quality. Protection and recruitment 

of these key species is essential to maintaining ecological diversity and cultural integrity. 

7.4 Unregulated access to sensitive areas 

Unmanaged vehicle movement, horse activity and accidental disturbance can damage 

cultural places, erode soil, expose tree roots and disrupt wildlife. Sensitive areas such as 

story places, rocky outcrops, woodland regeneration zones and erosion sites require 

careful protection, clear access routes and controlled movement across the property. 

7.5 Loss of cultural knowledge 

Cultural knowledge connected to 96 Gap Road, Kengal, Dingo Woman, Bunganbil, 

Galore and Tabletop is held by Elders and Knowledge Holders and must be actively 

supported to remain strong. Without opportunities for community access, 

intergenerational teaching and cultural practice With-Country, there is a risk that 

important knowledge, stories and responsibilities may not be passed on. Supporting 

ongoing cultural practice, With-Country learning and cultural governance is essential to 

maintaining the integrity of Yiradyuri knowledge systems.
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8 Strategies, Actions, Roles and Timeframes 

Section 8 outlines the strategies, actions, roles and timeframes that will guide the long-term care 

of 96 Gap Road. These strategies are led by Yiradyuri cultural authority and informed by 

ecological knowledge, restoration priorities and on Country assessments. The tables below set 

out the practical steps required to protect cultural values, regenerate habitat, build community 

connection and plan for the future. All actions will be adapted in response to seasonal 

conditions, cultural guidance and ongoing monitoring. 

8.1 Cultural Authority and Knowledge 

Strategy Actions Roles Timeframe 

Ensure all work is 
guided by Yiradyuri 
cultural authority 
and strengthen 
intergenerational 
knowledge transfer 

• Maintain cultural 
governance led by 
Elders and 
Knowledge Holders 

Elders, Knowledge 
Holders, Corporation 
Board, Kinship 
Committee 

Ongoing with annual 
planning cycle 

• Conduct cultural 
site assessments 
regularly 

• Support on Country 
learning for 
community, students 
and partners 

• Enable Elders to 
lead cultural practice, 
ceremony and story-
based teaching 

 

8.2 Country Protection and Restoration 

Strategy Actions Roles Timeframe 

Protect and 
restore 
ecological 
values and 
stabilise 
degraded areas 

• Implement erosion control and soil 
stabilisation 

Land managers, 
ecological 
partners, Rangers 
(future), Elders, 
environmental 
contractors 

Priority 
works Years 
1-3, ongoing 
maintenance 
Years 4-5 
and beyond 

• Protect mature trees, Sheoak 
stands and hollow-bearing trees 

• Target weed control 

• Apply cultural fire practices in safe 
and appropriate seasons 

• Restore areas damaged by horses 
through exclusion and ground repair 
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Restore native 
vegetation 
using culturally 
informed 
propagation 

Collect local seed from 96 Gap Road 
and surrounding Yiradyuri Country 
• Propagate priority species through 
the SWY nursery 
• Use nursery plants for erosion 
control, woodland regeneration and 
habitat restoration 
• Maintain seed banks for seasonal 
use and future planning 

Elders, 
Knowledge 
Holders, nursery 
staff, community 
members, 
ecological 
partners 

Begin Year 
1, expand 
Years 2-5, 
ongoing 
thereafter 

 

8.3 Research, Monitoring and Citizen Science 

Strategy Actions Roles Timeframe 

Use research and 
monitoring to guide 
restoration and 
track cultural and 
ecological health 

• Partner with 
universities and 
researchers for data 
collection 

Universities, 
researchers, 
students, volunteers, 
Corporation staff 

Baseline monitoring 
Year 1, expand 
Years 2-5, ongoing 
after Year 5 

• Establish seasonal 
monitoring points 

• Support citizen 
science such as bird 
surveys and 
photopoints 

• Use results to 
inform adaptive 
management 

 

8.4 Cultural and Community Use 

Strategy Actions Roles Timeframe 

Strengthen 
community 
connection and 
cultural use of the 
property 

• Host community 
days, cultural 
teaching sessions 
and on Country 
camps 

Elders, Knowledge 
Holders, community 
members, schools, 
universities, 
Corporation Board 

Immediate and 
ongoing 

• Provide safe access 
while protecting 
sensitive areas 

• Develop cultural 
education programs 
with schools and 
universities 
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• Support skill 
development for 
young people in land 
care and cultural fire 

 

8.5 Land Infrastructure and Future Planning 

Strategy Actions Roles Timeframe 

Develop 
infrastructure that 
supports cultural 
use, ecological 
protection and 
long-term 
stewardship 

• Install erosion 
controls, fencing and 
managed access 
points 

Corporation Board, 
land managers, 
contractors, Elders, 
partners 

Planning Years 1-2, 
staged delivery Years 
2-5, review every five 
years 

• Develop low-impact 
cultural and 
educational spaces 

• Plan future facilities 
that support on 
Country programs 

• Ensure all 
infrastructure aligns 
with cultural and 
ecological values 
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9 Monitoring and Evaluation 

Monitoring and evaluation are essential to understanding how Country is responding to 

management actions and ensuring that cultural and ecological values are being 

protected. Monitoring includes annual cultural assessments, ecological surveys and 

habitat mapping, supported by seasonal observations and community involvement 

(DCCEEW 2023). This approach allows the Corporation to track changes over time, 

respond to emerging issues and adjust management strategies as needed. 

Cultural monitoring: is led by Elders and Knowledge Holders and includes assessing 

the condition of cultural places, the health of significant species, the integrity of story 

landscapes and areas used for cultural practice. These assessments help maintain 

cultural authority and ensure that all work remains aligned with cultural responsibilities. 

Ecological monitoring: includes vegetation surveys, ground cover assessments, 

species presence and habitat condition (NSW OEH 2023). Monitoring focuses on the 

health of Box Gum Grassy Woodland, recruitment of native trees, stability of erosion 

areas, water movement across the property and the condition of Sheoak stands and 

hollow-bearing trees. Photopoints and mapping tools will be used to document change 

across seasons and years. 

Fire and land management monitoring: includes post burn assessments, soil stability 

checks and evaluations of vegetation response after cultural fire. This information 

informs the fire schedule and guides how future burns are planned. 

Community and partnership monitoring: involves capturing participation in citizen 

science programs, research projects and on Country learning activities. Feedback from 

these programs contributes to understanding the social and cultural outcomes of the 

Plan. 

Additional measurable indicators to gauge could include: Cultural health (strength of 

ceremony, language use, intergenerational knowledge transfer), Country health (Box 

Gum woodland condition, Sheoak recruitment, hollow-bearing trees), Community 

wellbeing (yindyamarra, kinship responsibilities, Elders leadership), Economic 

independence (jobs, enterprise, ranger pathways), Governance health (Elders’ authority, 

decision-making structures).Evaluation will occur at the end of each year and again at 

the end of each five-year cycle. Reports will summarise findings, identify emerging risks, 

highlight achievements and recommend adjustments to future strategies. This adaptive 

approach ensures that management remains responsive to Country, guided by cultural 

authority and informed by ongoing learning. 

Historical specimen records provide an additional benchmark for species distribution and 

landscape condition. Integration of NYBG specimen data into monitoring activities will 

allow us to track the re-emergence or reintroduction of species historically recorded on 

Wiradjuri Country but potentially reduced or absent today (New York Botanical Garden 

2025). 
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10 Partnerships and Resourcing 

Partnerships include universities, research bodies, schools, agencies and philanthropic 

partners. These relationships strengthen the ability of Southern West Yiradyuri Clans 

Land, Water and Sky Country Aboriginal Corporation to protect, regenerate and manage 

96 Gap Road in a sustainable and culturally grounded way. Partnerships also support 

capacity building, knowledge exchange and the long-term stewardship of the property. 

Universities and research organisations contribute expertise in ecology, cultural fire, 

habitat restoration, species monitoring and community-led research. These partnerships 

create opportunities for students to learn on Country, support citizen science programs 

and provide data that guides adaptive land management. 

Schools and education partners play an important role in connecting young people to 

Country, supporting cultural immersion, and building community understanding of 

Yiradyuri knowledge and responsibility. On Country learning activities, cultural programs 

and seasonal monitoring help strengthen relationships between the community and the 

property. 

Government agencies, including land management, conservation and fire authorities, 

provide essential support for safe cultural burning, environmental compliance, erosion 

control and restoration planning. These partnerships ensure that cultural practices are 

integrated with contemporary policy and safety requirements. 

Philanthropic supporters and funding partners contribute vital resources and flexibility 

that enable restoration, infrastructure development, cultural programs and community 

engagement. These contributions help maintain independence, support long term 

planning and provide the financial stability needed to care for Country. 

Resourcing will be guided by clear priorities, cultural governance and ongoing evaluation 

of needs. Funding strategies will focus on long term sustainability, ensuring that the 

Corporation has the capacity to implement this Country Plan, strengthen cultural 

authority and maintain healthy Country for future generations. 

This Plan guides opportunities to collaborate with the New York Botanical Garden, Local 

Contexts and the ENRICH program to access historical specimen datasets, apply 

Biocultural Labels to Wiradjuri-related collections, and support future research and 

knowledge repatriation. This work aligns strongly with our aims to strengthen cultural 

governance, scientific knowledge and long-term stewardship of Country (New York 

Botanical Garden 2025). 

10.1 Workforce Development and Employment 

Workforce development is a key component of long-term resourcing for 96 Gap Road. 

Building a skilled Yiradyuri workforce supports cultural authority, strengthens community 

capability and ensures that land management, restoration and cultural responsibilities 

can be carried out independently and sustainably. 

Training and Skills Development: Training programs will focus on developing the 

practical skills required for land care, cultural fire, seed collection, nursery operations 

and ecological monitoring. Training will be delivered through on Country activities, 
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seasonal work projects, cultural camps and partnerships with universities, TAFEs, 

government agencies and specialist organisations. Elders and Knowledge Holders will 

guide cultural learning and ensure that training aligns with cultural responsibilities. 

Employment Pathways: Employment pathways will include roles connected to land 

management, restoration and cultural practice. These may include future ranger 

positions, nursery technicians, cultural educators, monitoring assistants, fire support 

roles and seasonal restoration workers. Opportunities will be developed for community 

members at different skill levels, with a focus on supporting young people to gain 

experience, confidence and qualifications. 

Enterprise and Economic Development: The Southern West Yiradyuri nursery will 

form a central part of future enterprise development. Seed collection, propagation and 

plant production will create opportunities for income generation, training and community 

employment. Additional enterprise opportunities may include restoration services, 

cultural education programs, on Country experiences and environmental partnerships 

that align with cultural values and community direction. 

Long Term Goals: The long-term aim is to support a strong Yiradyuri workforce capable 

of leading restoration, land management and cultural responsibility across 96 Gap Road 

and the broader cultural landscape. Workforce development contributes to community 

wellbeing, cultural continuity and economic resilience while supporting the ongoing care 

of Country. 

11 Process, Ownership and Visuals 

The Plan belongs to Southern West Yiradyuri people under the governance of the 

Corporation. It reflects the knowledge, priorities and cultural responsibilities held by 

Elders, Knowledge Holders and community members who speak for this part of Country. 

The development of the Plan has been guided by cultural authority, on Country 

assessments and the principles that underpin Yiradyuri ways of caring for Country. 

Ownership of the Plan includes ownership of the processes used to create it. This 

means that cultural protocols, decision making structures and community direction must 

continue to shape how the Plan is implemented, reviewed and adapted over time. Any 

updates or future versions of the Plan will be led by the Corporation and informed by 

ongoing cultural advice, monitoring and community engagement. 

Visuals used in the Plan, including maps, photographs, species images and cultural 

landscape descriptions, represent the landforms, habitats and cultural places that make 

96 Gap Road significant. These visuals are included to support understanding of the 

property and must be used respectfully, acknowledging that imagery of Country carries 

cultural meaning and responsibility. 

The Plan is a living document. As the land heals, as cultural knowledge grows and as 

restoration progresses, the Plan will evolve. Its ownership remains with Yiradyuri people, 

and its purpose is to guide long term stewardship grounded in cultural authority and 

respect for Country. 
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13 Appendix 1: Strategic/Legislative Alignment 

 

Strategy / Action 

area 

Example actions from 

your Plan 

Relevant legislation 

(NSW / Commonwealth) 

How the action aligns or 

supports compliance 

Threatened 

species and 

habitat protection 

(She oaks, 

hollows, rocky 

outcrops, Box 

Gum woodland) 

Protect She oak and 

other hollow bearing 

trees. Maintain Box Gum 

grassy woodland 

structure through weed 

control, limited grazing 

and native regeneration. 

Protect rocky outcrops 

and fern habitats from 

erosion and disturbance. 

NSW Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 2016; 

EPBC Act 1999; NPW 

Act 1974 

Supports conservation of 

threatened species and 

ecological communities by 

avoiding habitat destruction, 

improving condition and 

reducing key threats. Helps 

demonstrate active 

management and can support 

any future approvals, 

biodiversity certifications or 

funding proposals. 

Managing weeds, 

grazing and soil 

disturbance 

Weed control programs; 

adjusting grazing timing 

and intensity; protecting 

native groundcover and 

rocky slope vegetation. 

NSW Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 2016; 

Local Land Services Act 

2013 (land 

management); EPBC Act 

1999 (if MNES are 

affected) 

Reduces pressures that drive 

biodiversity decline, consistent 

with biodiversity conservation 

objectives. Helps ensure any 

clearing or land use change 

stays within legal 

requirements and reduces risk 

of unlawful impacts on native 

vegetation and listed species. 

Protection of 

Aboriginal 

cultural heritage 

and significant 

places connected 

to Kengal 

Ensuring cultural places 

are not disturbed. Using 

cultural authority 

processes for approving 

works. Managing access 

and activities around 

culturally sensitive areas. 

NPW Act 1974 

(protection of Aboriginal 

objects and places); 

Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Heritage 

Protection Act 1984 

(Cth); Native Title Act 

1993 (Cth) 

Shows that the Corporation is 

actively safeguarding 

Aboriginal objects and places 

and using appropriate cultural 

decision making. This reduces 

risk of unlawful harm to 

protected heritage and 

supports any future use of 

Commonwealth emergency 

protection mechanisms if 

needed. 

Cultural 

governance, 

Elders’ authority 

and community 

decision making 

Embedding Elders 

leadership. Using 

Corporation structures to 

guide land management. 

Establishing cultural 

authority processes for 

activities on 96 Gap 

Road. 

Native Title Act 1993 

(Cth); Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander 

Heritage Protection Act 

1984 (Cth); NSW 

Aboriginal Land Rights 

Act 1983 (contextual) 

Aligns with legal recognition of 

Traditional Owner rights and 

interests by showing 

structured decision making 

and cultural authority. 

Provides a governance 

framework that complements 

statutory processes for 

heritage protection and native 

title negotiations. 
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Research, 

monitoring and 

citizen science 

Ongoing flora and fauna 

surveys. Recording 

threatened species. 

Monitoring habitat 

condition and cultural 

indicators. 

NSW Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 2016; 

EPBC Act 1999; NPW 

Act 1974 

Generates information needed 

to identify, list and properly 

manage threatened species 

and ecological communities. 

Strengthens evidence for 

regulatory decisions and 

funding and demonstrates due 

diligence in land 

management. 

Fire management 

and cultural 

burning (once 

developed) 

Developing cultural fire 

guidelines. Working with 

fire agencies and 

ecologists to plan safe 

cultural burns. 

Rural Fires Act 1997 

(NSW); BC Act 2016; 

EPBC Act 1999 (if MNES 

involved); NPW Act 1974 

When done properly and with 

approvals, cultural burning 

supports ecological resilience 

and reduces risk of high 

intensity wildfire, while 

remaining consistent with fire 

and biodiversity laws. 

Infrastructure and 

land use planning 

on 96 Gap Road 

Planning sheds, tracks, 

fences and other 

infrastructure carefully to 

avoid sensitive areas. 

Seeking advice where 

native vegetation or 

threatened species may 

be impacted. 

BC Act 2016; EPBC Act 

1999; Local Land 

Services Act 2013; 

relevant local 

environmental plans 

Aligns with impact 

assessment and native 

vegetation rules, reduces risk 

of unlawful clearing and 

improves the chance that any 

required assessments or 

approvals proceed smoothly. 

Community 

access, education 

and visitor 

management 

Managing visitor access 

routes. Locating 

gathering areas away 

from sensitive sites. 

Providing information on 

cultural and ecological 

values. 

NPW Act 1974; BC Act 

2016; EPBC Act 1999; 

work health and safety 

requirements 

Reduces trampling, erosion 

and disturbance to protected 

areas and species. Helps 

visitors understand and 

respect both cultural 

obligations and biodiversity 

protections. 
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14 Appendix 2: Fire Management Planning and Implementation 

This appendix outlines the practical components of fire management at 96 Gap Road, 

including map-based planning, a five-year schedule for cultural burns, protocols for 

erosion affected areas and the training and partnerships required to support safe cultural 

fire practice. 

14.1 Fire Management Map Description 

This Plan will guide development of a Fire Management Map capturing the location, 

timing and approach to cultural burning at 96 Gap Road. The map will identify: 

• Areas suitable for low intensity patch burning. 
• Exclusion zones where burning is not permitted. 
• Woodland regeneration zones for future consideration. 
• Buffer zones around cultural places. 
• Access routes, control lines and safe working areas. 
• Monitoring points for post burn assessment. 

14.2 Five Year Cultural Fire Management Schedule 

Year Activities 

Year 1 • Fire planning and mapping 

• Small test patch burns 

• Establish exclusion zones 

• Baseline ground cover and species monitoring 

Year 2 • Expand patch burns 

• Exclude erosion zones 

• Develop mosaic burn patterns 

• Review ecological response 

Year 3 • Continue patch burning 

• Introduce fire to regeneration zones if safe 

• Monitor old growth tree health 

• Update Fire Management Map 

Year 4 • Rotational patch burning in untreated zones 

• Support weed reduction and native grass recovery 

• Assess habitat improvement opportunities 

• Maintain erosion exclusion zones 

Year 5 • Evaluate five-year cycle 

• Review species and grassland condition 

• Reassess erosion zones for inclusion 

• Plan next five-year cycle 

14.3 Erosion Exclusion Zone Fire Protocol 

• No burning in erosion zones. 
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• Maintain buffers. 
• Stabilisation required before fire. 
• Protect exposed tree roots. 
• Monitor annually. 

14.4 Training and Partnerships for Cultural Fire 

Training: 

• Cultural fire learning led by Elders and senior knowledge holders 
• Practical safety and lighting training. 
• Ecological fire management workshops. 
• Post burn monitoring training. 

Partnerships: 

• NSW Rural Fire Service collaboration. 
• Partnerships with universities and agencies. 
• Coordination with neighbouring landholders. 
• Engagement with First Nations fire practitioners. 
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15 Appendix 3: Seed Collection, Propagation and Nursery Operations 

This appendix outlines the culturally informed processes for collecting, storing and 

propagating seed from 96 Gap Road and surrounding Yiradyuri Country. These activities 

support ecological restoration, cultural responsibility, community learning and long-term 

independence in land management (Australian Network for Plant Conservation 2021). 

Seed collection and propagation are central to restoring the Box Gum Grassy Woodland 

and associated habitats across the property. Collecting seed locally ensures that 

plantings are adapted to local soils, climate and ecological conditions, and maintains the 

genetic integrity of Country (Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney 2023). 

15.1 Priority Species for Collection and Propagation 

15.1.1 Canopy and Woodland Trees 

Blakely’s Red Gum 

Yellow Box 

White Box 

Grey Box 

Kurrajong 

White Cypress Pine 

Black Cypress Pine 

 

15.1.2 Habitat and Cultural Keystone Species 

Drooping Sheoak 

Native Cherry 

Wattle species (including Sticky Wattle and Currawang) 

 

15.1.3 Native Grasses and Ground Layer Species 

Wallaby Grass 

Speargrass 

Kangaroo Grass 

Microlaena (shade tolerant grasses) 

 

15.1.4 Shrubs and Understory 

Slender Rice Flower 

Fern-leaf Hopbush 

Rock Fern (granite-adapted species) 

Blue Rockstar 

 

Historical specimen records may help confirm priority species for seed collection and 

propagation. Several species listed in the NYBG dataset originate from localities close to 

96 Gap Road, reinforcing their cultural and ecological relevance to our nursery program 

(New York Botanical Garden 2025). 
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15.2 Cultural Authority and Protocols 

All seed collection will be guided by Elders, Knowledge Holders and the Corporation’s 

cultural governance structures. 

Cultural protocols include: 

1. Collect only from areas approved by Elders. 
2. Avoid overharvesting by leaving the majority of seed for wildlife and natural 

regeneration. 
3. Use seasonal indicators to determine the right timing for collection. 
4. Record cultural notes about species, locations and uses as part of ongoing 

knowledge transfer. 
5. Ensure that all collection activities are conducted respectfully and with cultural 

supervision where required. 

15.3 Seed Collection Methods 

• Identify healthy parent plants in diverse microhabitats. 
• Collect seed from multiple individuals to maintain genetic diversity. 
• Avoid damaging plants or surrounding habitat during collection. 
• Label seed with species name, date, location, microhabitat and collector 

information. 
• Dry seed naturally and store appropriately. 

15.4 Nursery Propagation and Plant Production 

The Southern West Yiradyuri nursery will germinate and grow native species for use in 

restoration activities. 

Nursery operations include: seed cleaning, germination, seedling growth, hardening and 

maintaining seed banks. 

15.4.1 Aquatic and Riparian Species Propagation 

The nursery will also support the propagation of aquatic and riparian species for use in 

creek line and wetland restoration projects across Yiradyuri Country. This includes 

growing reeds, sedges and other water-dependent plants suited to seasonal 

watercourses, wetland edges and cultural water places. Seed and plant material will be 

collected under cultural guidance and propagated using methods that reflect both 

ecological best practice and Yiradyuri knowledge. 

The on-property dams at 96 Gap Road may be used as controlled environments for the 

early propagation and hardening of selected water plants before reintroduction into creek 

lines, lakes, rivers and other culturally significant water sites. This work will support the 

long-term restoration of aquatic habitats and contribute to the healing of water places 

within the wider cultural landscape. 

15.5 Planting and Restoration Activities 

Nursery-grown seedlings will support erosion rehabilitation, woodland regeneration, 

Sheoak expansion and habitat enhancement. 
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15.6 Monitoring and Evaluation 

Monitoring includes tracking germination success, seedling survival, genetic 

representation, and restoration outcomes. 

15.7 Long Term Vision 

The nursery is intended to support independent restoration capability, cultural seed 

sovereignty, habitat improvement and community development. 

 


